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JKA/WF member countries and organizations

Acquisition date of JKA Dan for the person

from the other karate organization.

Regarding the subject of the title that we announced you on May 15, 2020 (See

attached letter, No. Gijutsukyoku-20-002), we decided to revise its second item as

follows.

1. [Gijustukyoku-20-002] The acquisition date of JKA DAN is the examination date

of JKA DAN.
Ex) If the examinee who holds other karate organization's 5th Dan passes JKA 5th

Dan exam on April 1, 2020, the person's acquisition date of JKA 5th Dan is
April 1, 2020.

--> No change

2. [Gijustukyoku-20-002] When the above examinee will take the test for the next

rank Dan, his/her necessary training years should be counted from the acquisition

date of current JKA Dan.
Ex) If the examinee's acquisition date of JKA 5th Dan was April 1, 2020, his/her

necessary training years should be counted from April 1, 2020, i.e. he/she can

take exam after April 1, 2026.

— Changes as follows

2. The number of training years required for the above examinee will take the test for

the next rank Dan, his/her training years at his/her previous organization will be

taken in account.
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The following is a preliminary calculation for the examinee who holds other Karate
organization’s 5 Dan (obtained 3rd Dan on April 1, 2013, 4th Dan on April 1,
2016, and 5th Dan on April 1, 2020) took JKA Dan exam on April 1, 2023 after
joining JKA.

Case 1: If the examinee passed JKA 5th Dan at the examination on April 1, 2023
® JKA 5th Dan acquisition date is April 1, 2023 (written on the certificate)

® For 6" Dan exam, the necessary training years should be counted from April 1,
2020

=>» 6th-dan exam can be taken from April 1, 2026

Case 2: If the examinee took JKA Dan exam on April 1, 2023 and his/her rank was
judged as JKA 3 Dan
® |KA 3" Dan acquisition date is April 1, 2023 (written on the certificate)

® For 4% Dan exam, the necessary training years should be counted from April 1,
2013.

=> 4th Dan exam can be taken from April 1, 2016
i.e. it is possible to take 4" Dan exam as of April 2, 2023.

® For 5" Dan exam, the necessary training years should be counted from April 1,
2016

=>» 5th Dan exam can be taken from April 1, 2020
1.e. it is possible to take 4" Dan exam as of April 2, 2023

® For 6" Dan exam, the necessary training years should be counted from April 1,
2020

= 6" Dan exam can be taken from April 1, 2026

Please note, because there is no skipping Dan system in JKA, the examinee must take

each Dan examination in order.
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Case 3: If the examinee took JKA Dan exam on April 1, 2023 and passed JKA 6th
Dan
® JKA 6th Dan acquisition date is April 1, 2023 (stated on the certificate)

® For 7" Dan exam, the necessary training years should be counted from April 1,
2023

= 7th Dan exam can be taken from April 1, 2030

If the examinee does not hold the other organization’s Dan equal to or higher than the
JKA Dan rank he/she passed, the necessary training years required for next Dan exam

should be counted from the acquisition date of JKA Dan.

Please note if the examinee who would like to apply this calculation, his/her

certificates issued by the other organizations must be showed as the evidence.

The other basic rules on the transition to JKA rank, please refer to the JKA website.

https://www.jka.or.jp/en/about-jka/dan-ranking/

The advice from JKA HQ Gijutsukyoku, in any of the above cases, the examinee should

have sufficient practice before the examination.

Thanks,
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